
Face Coverings 

Executive Order GA-29, regarding face coverings, applied to all UIL activities effective July 3, 

2020.  This includes all 2020 summer activities and in-season activities for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  As the public health situation changes, and/or if subsequent Executive Orders are issued 

by Governor Greg Abbott, these guidelines may be further modified.  

I. For the purposes of this document, masks and face coverings include non-medical 

grade disposable face masks, cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth), or full-

face shields to protect eyes, nose, and mouth.  Face shields may be superior to cloth 

face coverings in many circumstances, given improved ability to see mouth 

movements and improved air circulation. 

II. All employees, parents, visitors and students ten years of age or older must wear 

face coverings or face shields upon enter to an area where UIL activities are being 

conducted and when not actively exercising, unless an exception listed below 

applies.  

III. Exceptions to the wearing of face coverings or face shields include: 

 Any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a face covering; 
 While a person is consuming food or drink; 
 While the person is in a pool, lake, or similar body of water. 
 When a congregating group of persons maintains at least 6 feet of social distancing; or 
 Any other reason or circumstance indicated under Executive Order GA-29. 

 

Screenings 

Schools must follow TEA screening requirements and screen staff members before allowing 
staff to participate in UIL activities. Schools may consider screening students for COVID-19 as 
well. These protocols mirror the guidelines issued by TEA for school operations. 
If a student or staff member has been screened by the school for purposes of participating in 
instruction, there is no reason to screen separately before allowing the staff or student to 
participate in UIL activities. Please see the TEA website for the most current screening 
guidance. 

I. School systems must require teachers and staff to self-screen for COVID-19 
symptoms before being allowed to participate in UIL activities each day. Symptoms 
are listed at the end of this document. The self-screening should include teachers 
and staff taking their own temperature. Teachers and staff must report to the school 
system if they themselves have COVID-19 symptoms or are lab-confirmed with 
COVID-19, and if so they must remain off campus until they meet the criteria for re-
entry as noted below.  Additionally, they must report to the school system if they 
have had close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, as 
defined at the end of this document, and if so must remain off campus until the 14-
day incubation period has passed.  

https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/EO-GA-29-use-of-face-coverings-during-COVID-19-IMAGE-07-02-2020.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/covid/coronavirus-covid-19-support-and-guidance


II. Parents must ensure they do not send a student to participate in UIL activities if the 
student has COVID-19 symptoms (as listed in this document) or is lab-confirmed 
with COVID-19 until the below conditions for re-entry are met. School systems may 
consider screening students for COVID-19 as well.  Screening is accomplished by 
asking questions by phone or other electronic methods and/or in person. The 
screening questions should also be asked of a student’s parent if that parent will be 
dropping off or picking up their student from inside areas where UIL activities are 
being conducted. 

III. Before visitors are allowed access to areas where UIL activities are being conducted, 
school systems must screen all visitors to determine if they themselves have COVID-
19 symptoms (as listed in this document) or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and if 
so they must remain off-campus and away from areas where UIL activities are being 
conducted until they meet the criteria for re-entry as noted below.  Additionally, 
school systems must screen to determine if visitors have had close contact with an 
individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and if so they must remain off-
campus and away from areas where UIL activities are being conducted until the 14-
day incubation period has passed. When practical, screening questions could be 
supplemented with temperature checks of adults. 

IV. Schools are permitted to prevent any individual who fails the screening criteria from 
being admitted into school facilities or sites where UIL activities are being conducted 
until they meet the criteria for re-entry as described below. Any individual for whom 
screening cannot be confirmed should be presumed symptomatic until confirmed 
otherwise. 

V. COVID-19 Symptoms  
In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, 
consider the following question:  
  
Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not 
normal for them?   

 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0°  

 Loss of taste or smell  

 Cough  

 Difficulty breathing    

 Shortness of breath  

 Fatigue   

 Headache   

 Chills   

 Sore throat  

 Congestion or runny nose  

 Shaking or exaggerated 
shivering  

 Significant muscle pain or 
ache   

 Diarrhea  

 Nausea or vomiting 

 
 
 
 
 



VI. Close Contact  
a. This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed 

to have COVID-19. The definition of close contact is evolving with our 
understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios should be determined by an 
appropriate public health agency. In general, close contact is defined as:  

i. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); 
or   

ii. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, 
additional factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious 
individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and 
properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case 
symptomology may affect this determination.   

iii. Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious 
period of the case, defined as two days prior to symptom onset to 10 
days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who 
are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is defined as two 
days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following 
the confirming lab test. 

Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID -19 

I. Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or 
(b) experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) must stay at home 
throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until the school 
system screens the individual to determine any of the below conditions for campus 
re-entry have been met: 
a. In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual 

may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 
i. at least one day (24 hours) have passed since recovery (resolution of 

fever without the use of fever-reducing medications); 
ii. the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of 

breath); and 
iii. at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

b. In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who 
is not evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such 
individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the 
campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria 
listed above. 

c. In addition to the criteria described above, a student who has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19, or assumed to have COVID-19 must receive clearance from a 
physician prior to returning to participation in UIL activities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



II. Identifying Possible COVID-19 Cases on Campus 
a. Schools must immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms 

while at school until the student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.  
b. Schools should clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 

symptoms while at school (student, teacher, or staff) as soon as is feasible. 
c. Students who report feeling feverish should be given an immediate temperature 

check to determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-19. 
III. Close Contact 

a. This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed 
to have COVID-19. The definition of close contact is evolving with our 
understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios should be determined by an 
appropriate public health agency. In general, close contact is defined as: 

i. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on);  
ii. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, 

additional factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious 
individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and 
properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case 
symptomology may affect this determination. 

IV. Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of 
the case, defined as two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom 
onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-
19, the infectious period is defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and 
continuing for 10 days following the confirming lab test. 

V. Required Actions if Individuals with Lab-Confirmed Cases Have Been in a School or in 
an Area Where UIL Activities Are being Conducted 
a. If an individual who has been in areas where UIL activities have been conducted 

is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must notify its local health 
department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and 
regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 

b. Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-
confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those 
areas can be disinfected, unless more than 7 days have already passed since that 
person was on campus. 

c. Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable 
diseases, and consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, schools must 
notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participate in 
any UIL activities. If the person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 
participated in a contest against another school(s), the school must notify other 
school(s) and sports/contest officials involved in the contest. 

VI. Individuals – including students, teachers, staff or other campus visitors – who have 
had close contact with someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID -19, as 
narrowly in this document and as determined by the appropriate public health 
agency, should stay at home through the 14-day incubation period, and should not 
be allowed on campus.  

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/regions/2019-nCoV-Local-Health-Entities/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/regions/2019-nCoV-Local-Health-Entities/
https://www.eeoc.gov/facts/pandemic_flu.html
https://www.eeoc.gov/facts/pandemic_flu.html


Practice Activities 

I. Mask and Social Distancing orders/guidelines must be met in accordance with UIL 

guidelines. 

II. All surfaces must be thoroughly disinfected throughout and at the end of the day. 

III. Any equipment should be regularly disinfected. 

IV. Schools may provide food, water or other drinks in a manner that ensures they are 

not being shared. 

Laundry Midway Risk Mitigation 

I. Midway athletics will designate one coach to handle laundry pick-up, wash and re-

distribute.  

II. This person will wear face coverings and gloves while picking up the laundry and 

putting the laundry back in the lockers.  

III. The cleaned laundry will be put in each locker of the student/athlete each day.  

Locker Rooms and Common Areas 

I. Coaches and students will wear face coverings while inside the school, locker rooms, 

meeting rooms, training rooms and anywhere in the school building.  

II. Midway athletics will have hand sanitizer stations outside the locker room doors 

with soap and water sinks available inside the locker rooms. 

III. All locker rooms will have bipolar ionization units installed in the HVAC units to kill 

mold, bacteria and viruses. Also reduces allergens, odor and other airborne particles. 

IV. Weekly “fogging” or “sealing” cleaning will occur. 

V. Daily cleaning and disinfecting of the doorknobs, tables, chairs and lockers wiped 

down before and after use.  

VI. The schools’ custodian crew will keep the restrooms cleaned.   

VII. A coach will be assigned to monitor locker rooms while wearing face coverings.  

They will insure compliance with safety guidelines and prevent loitering. 

VIII. Locker rooms will only be open prior and post practice.  They will not be open for 

hanging out or lunch. 

Spectators 

I. COVID-19 messaging will be posted at facilities: 

a. Spectators with symptoms should not enter 

b. Required face coverings 

c. Capacity limitations 

d. Social Distancing Requirements 

II. Temperatures will be taken at the gate for varsity football games. 

III. Screening surveys will be completed and submitted prior entry.  Either using a QR 

Code or paper copy.  



Panther Stadium Risk Mitigation (Varsity Football) 

I. Seating: 5500 home side and 3500 visitor side.  Available Seats H: 1400 V: 976/1298 

II. All stadium seating will be marked with a row/seat number.  Stadium will be pre-

marked for available fan seating, prior to selling tickets to ensure social distancing 

guidelines are observed.  This will include alternating rows of available seats. 

III. Visitors’ seating will be pre-marked to determine appropriate social distancing prior 

to selling tickets.  This will include alternating rows of available seats.  

IV. All non-student section tickets will be pre-sold, on-line or in-person at MAC.  No 

tickets will be sold at gate for varsity football games.  

V. Season tickets will not be sold.  Student section, visitors’, MHS Band, Goal Tenders’ 

seating will be blocked for each game. 

VI. Temperatures will be taken at the gate for varsity football games. 

VII. Screening surveys will be completed and submitted prior to entry.  Either using a QR 

Code or paper copy.  

VIII. All students, middle school aged or younger must have a parent accompany them 

for entry.  

IX. Hand sanitizing stations will be stationed in close proximity to entrance/exits and 

concession stands. 

X. Rhino Security will be hired to help with fan entry/exit, social distancing and mask 

compliance. 

XI. Custodians will be present during games to ensure hand rails, restrooms and other 

common areas are routinely cleaned and disinfected.  

XII. Press Box: 

a. Social Distancing guidelines will be enforced in press box 

b. Media may be limited based upon available space 

c. Scouts may be limited based upon available space 

XIII. All home varsity football games will be streamed on a MHS YouTube channel for 

free. 

XIV. Prior to event, schools should follow screening protocols for all staff members, 

contractors, volunteers, officials, any individual working the event. 

Concession Stands 

I. All staff or volunteers involved will follow all screening guidelines. 

II. All staff or volunteers involved will be required to wear mask coverings and gloves. 

III. Single use condiments, flatware, glassware, etc will be available upon request.  

IV. Counters and areas in concession stand will be routinely cleaned and disinfected.  

V. Debit card POS units will be used to limit contact between customer and workers 

will be limited. 

VI. All cash items will be rounded to eliminate coins usage.  

 



Student Groups (not directly involved in game) 

I. Marching Band 

a. Provided blocked seating for each game.  Sections H and I will be blocked for 

band. 

b. Band members must remain socially distanced in stands at all times. 

II. Goal Tenders 

a. Provided blocked seating for each game.  The section located near home locker 

room will be blocked for Goal Tenders. 

b. GT Members must remain socially distanced at all times. 

III. Blue Crew/Panther Patrol 

a. BCPP must remain outside the team box and remain on track during game play.   

IV. Requirements 

a. Groups must remain separate from game participants at all times. 

b. Student groups are required to wear masks per Executive Order GA-29. 

c. Fans and spectators must be seated apart from bands playing wind instruments 

in the stands. 

d. Student groups may be limited in order to ensure protocols are met. 

Teams and Participants 

I. School transportation for students will adhere to all TEA guidance. 

a. Use of hand sanitizer upon boarding 

b. Open windows to allow for air circulation 

c. Thoroughly clean buses after each use 

II. Teams and participants are required to wear face coverings as described in Executive 

Order GA-29. 

III. Team Areas.  

a. Spread out seating when possible 

b. Get with Chad, Chen and Alice about water, towels, etc 

c. Pre/post game procedures should allow for proper social distancing 

d. Keep participants separate from non-participants. (no-congregating in hallways) 

IV. MISD will designate a cleaned and disinfected area for teams to unload and load, 

separate from others non-essential to team. 

V. Visiting team locker rooms will be cleaned and disinfected prior to team arriving.  

Visiting team will be responsible for cleaning/disinfecting equipment once it’s 

unloaded.   

VI. School should limit access to only those essential to team or contest in these 

facilities.  

VII. Prior to event, schools should follow screening protocols for all staff members, 

contractors, volunteers, officials, any individual working the event. 

 



Athletic Scheduling 

I. Every attempt will be made to play middle school events at Midway High School 

Arena and Panther Stadium to allow for maximum spectators. 

II. Events at MHS Arena will be streamed online to allow for spectators to watch from 

outside venue. 

MHS Arena 

I. 2500 total seats, 1030 chair backs.  Available seating: 1125 

II. Social distancing stickers will be placed on  

III. All seating will be general admission. 

IV. A predetermined number of tickets will sold to ensure capacity limitations are met.  

V. Concession stand procedures will apply. 

VI. COVID-19 signage will be present.    

VII. Custodians will be present during games to ensure hand rails, restrooms and other 

common areas are routinely cleaned and disinfected.  

MHS Back Gym 

I. 425 total seats.  Available seating: 170 

II. Spectator seating will be identified as available seating prior any contest. 

III. All seating will be general admission. 

IV. A predetermined number of tickets will sold to ensure capacity limitations are met.  

V. Concession stand procedures will apply. 

VI. COVID-19 signage will be present.    

VII. Custodians will be present during games to ensure hand rails, restrooms and other 

common areas are routinely cleaned and disinfected.  

Return to Sport Post Positive COVID Test 
 
Return to Sport for the COVID-19 Patient.  Consideration of the cardiovascular complications of 
athletes affected by COVID19 should be taken into account once an athlete returns to sport. In 
the asymptomatic COVID-19 patient, it is unclear if long term cardiopulmonary effects are 
present. In the critically ill patient, multiple systems may be affected, including cardiac and 
pulmonary function. Concern for myocardial injury leading to scarring that may result in 
ventricular arrhythmias should be taken into account for all sports.  
 
The athlete should have at least 10 days rest and be 7 days symptom-free before starting. 

If any symptoms occur (including excessive fatigue) while going through RTP, the athlete must 
return to the previous stage and progress again after a minimum of 24 hours’ period of rest 
without symptoms. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


